which in  other cases  of   comparison   of   characters,  is  often a matter of undecided contest, being as clear in his case as the superiority of statvirc in some men above others.    Johnson did not strut or stand on tip-toe :   lie only did not stoop.    From his earliest years his superiority was perceived and acknowledged1. He was from the beginning "A}>a£ ui'bp&v, a Icing of men.    His schoolfellow, Mr. Hector, has obligingly furnished me with many particulars of his boyish clays":  and assured me that he never knew him  corrected   at school, but for talking and diverting other boys from  their business.     Tic  seemed to learn by intuition ; for though indolence and procrastination wore inherent in his constitution, whenever lie made an exertion he did more than any one else,    In short, he is a memorable instance of what has been often observed, that the boy is the man in miniature : and that the distinguishing charactcristicks of each individual are the same, through the whole course of life.    His favourites used to receive very liberal assistance from him ; and such was the submission and deference with which he was treated, such the desire to obtain his regard, that three of the boys, of whom Mr, Hector was sometimes one, used to come in the morning as his humble attendants, and carry him to school.     One in the middle stooped, while he sat upon  his back, and one on each side supported him ;  and thus he was borne triumphant.    Such
thy deed,1 2 Henry VI, act iv. sc. 10, John Wesley's mother, writing of the way she had brougli t up her children, boys and girls alike, says;—'When turned a year old (and some before) they were taught to fear the; rod, and to cry softly; by which means they escaped abundance of correction they might otherwise have had.' Wesley's Journal, i. 370,
' 'There dwelt sit LicYificld a gentleman of the name of Butt, to whose house on holidays lie was
ever welcome. The children in the family, perhaps offended with the rudeness of his behaviour, would frequently call him the great boy, which the father once overhearing said :— ' You call him the great boy, but take my word for it, he will one clay prove a jrrcat man.' Hawkins's Johnson; p. 6.
" See fast, March 22, 1776 and Johnson's visit to Birmingham in Nov. 1784.
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